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Fewer children had cavities.

 5 out of 25 (20%)

A 9% decrease from 
previous survey

A 28% increase from 
previous survey

A 45% decrease from 
previous survey

HP2020 Target: <26%

HP2020 Target: >28%

20 out of 25 (81%)

There was a decrease in the number 
of children with cavities who had 

NOT seen a dentist.

1 out of 11 (9%)

There was a decrease in the number 
of children who needed routine 

restorative dental services.

2 out of 20 (11%)

A 19% decrease from 
previous survey

A 4% increase from 
previous survey

There was an increase in the number 
of children with no need to have 

cavities filled.

21 out of 25 (86%)

Previous survey: 71% HP2020 Target: <49%

18 out of 25 (72%)

There was an increase in the number 
of children with dental sealants.

More children had a history of cavities, 
filled teeth, or teeth missing due to 

cavities.

A HEALTHY SMILE

FOR A HEALTHY START
IDAHO ORAL HEALTH PROGRAM

Highlights and Trends from a Survey of  
Your Community’s Third-grade Children

This graphic shows changes between the latest Smile Survey data (2012/2013)  
and data from the previous Smile Survey done in the 2008/2009 school year. 

Definitions
Dental Sealants
A dental sealant is a plastic coating applied to the chewing 
surfaces of back teeth. Because the back teeth are difficult 
to clean well, dental sealants help prevent dental decay 
in these teeth. Sealants can provide excellent protection 
from cavities on the chewing surfaces of the back teeth. 
Children should receive sealants on permanent molars as 
soon as they erupt (about ages 6 and 12 years). 

Routine Restorative Dental Services 
Routine restorative dental services means that the child 
needs to have cavities filled or their teeth cleaned.


